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Alternative Communications: A Day in the Life
UNCONVENTIONAL METHODS OF SPEECH VIA ELECTRO-LARYNX TECHNOLOGY

BACKGROUND/ PHASE I CONCEPT
The Whisper Project consists of two phases. The original portion of the piece, or Phase I, was a compiling of the voices of people who use electro-larynx speech in their daily lives with music than can be found through Auto-tune.  The two were then mixed in a way to create a musical soundtrack to serve as an example for the second phase of the piece and to show that there are other unconventional methods of creating music.  The first phase would also inform the public about the second phase which would be an installation in a gallery.  After the album title Alternative Communications is complete phase two would then be installed

II CONCEPT
The inspiration for the museum installation came from the desire to provide audiences with the experience of needing to use their entire body to create sound and to ultimately communicate.  Phase two is a hybrid of the Electro-larynx machine titled A Day in the Life.  Using its technology but altering it so that the entire room functions as the walls of a person’s throat and using vibrations caused by body movements the room transforms into a means of speech and yet another musical experience.  Every person that enters the room is not allowed to speak with their mouths and has to learn quickly how to move their body to create a certain sound that will enable them to converse with the people around them.  The installation ultimately is simulating a day in the life of someone who has to communicate using unconventional methods.  Whether they are deaf or someone that has to use the electro-larynx device daily.

[image: image2.png]



ELECTRO-LARYNX TECHNOLOGY
There are two types of machines within the Electro-larynx technology.  One that is more advanced but not as widely used is where the machine is surgically inserted in you and a tube through your esophagus transmits a vibration directly into your mouth via this small tube thus sounds and eventually words are made similar to the way that we normally speak.  In order to use this form of the technology though one must master something that is very difficult, esophageal speech.  A speech therapist is always needed for this in order to learn how to force air into the top of your esophagus and push it out through your mouth.  This allows for air movement to vibrate the walls of your esophagus to create sound.  This technology is extremely difficult to learn and also something that is absurdly expensive for the average person.  Inevitably, most people resort to another type of electro-larynx speech that is created through the use of a hand held device that creates similar vibrations of the walls of your throat that is then push up into your mouth and exits, creating a sound.  Pressure of the device to your throat and changing the shape of your mouth and lip movement creates different sounds and tones that can eventually be made into words.  This is the underlying technology that will be used in phase two of the project.

WATCH A VIDEO
HERE’S A VIDEO OF A MAN THAT USES THE ELECTRO-LARYNX TO COMMUNICATE EVERYDAY. REAL PLAYER IS NEEDED.

IF THAT DOESN’T WORK, FOLLOW http://www.bbc.co.uk/tyne/videonation/stories/man_from_mars.shtml
TECHNOLOGY
In order to transfer this method of communication into a body experience the same basic technology will be incorporated into an entire room.  Sensors will have every inch of the gallery room covered so that any movement at all will be recognized.  If a person makes a sound, that noise will not be picked up by the sensors.  Only the body movements can be transcribed into sound that will be emitted through the walls.  Therefore, it will be virtually unheard if someone does slip up and accidently talks.  For example, if a person lifts their arm a noise that can be considered higher or a “happy” pitch will be heard.  Once they pull their arm down a lower sound will be emitted.  How fast and hard that person lifts or pulls down their arm will have an affect on the type of sound that is heard.  Each body part will make different noises and the sensors can determine what body part an individual is moving by the size and the height of the body part within the room.  On top of that, like a piano, the further the person is within the room the higher the octave of the sound.  With that, if one person is in the room the sounds heard may sound rather simple or quieter but with multiple people in the room who are all different sizes, heights, and moving at different speeds, music is created.  The audience can then proceed to experience with their new found power.



FOR THE WALLS OF THE GALLERY ROOM, THE VIBRATIONS CAN BE TRANSCRIBED INTO COLORS DISPLAYED ON THE WALLS IN ORDER TO LURE AUDIENCES INTO THE ROOM.
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illustration of how the electro-larynx device works

WEBLINK - CREDIT
This is a website that offers more information on the electro-larynx and provides some samples where you can here people that use it everyday. 
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