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Introduction

- Black Lives Matter emerged as a movement in 2013

- Major protests against police brutality

- Question: Are there any patterns in check-out counts and estimated 

purchase dates?



- From 7 online outlets: newspapers, libraries, activist compilations

- Scraped websites for book titles

- Coded ISBNdb API script for title verification

- 150 unique titles after cleaning

Data Scraping 



Query 1: Overall checkouts by year 2006-today



Query 1: Plot



Query 2: Checkouts by week 2020



Query 2: Plot



Query 3: First-Ever Checkout Date



Query 3: Plot I



Query 3: Plot II



Conclusions and Limitations

Take-aways

- Increase in interest since BLM movement emerged (2013)

- Increased interest mainly driven by a few titles

- Peak interest in 2018

- Potential new purchases in 2020

- Impossible to tell effects of 2020 BLM protests because of a lack of data

Limitations and further steps

- Correlation to particular events needed

- Normalizing by overall check-out numbers and the number of anti-racist titles 

needed
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