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Analyze the impact of specific 
music festivals in Seattle on the 

popularity of various music 
genres in the Seattle Public 

Library's collection.
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This query search aims to analyze the impact of 
Seattle's specific music festivals on music genre 
popularity at the Seattle Public Library from 2015 to 
2023. It focuses on checkouts of CDs, DVDs, and 
books in different music genres, tracking changes in 
borrowing patterns during festival periods. This 
analysis will help determine if these events influence 
genre preferences, offering insights into how cultural 
events shape public music interests over time. 
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My concept is to analyze the impact of specific music festivals in Seattle 
(such as Capitol Hill Block Party, Bumbershoot, Belltown Bloom Festival, 
Beyond Wonderland Seattle and Northwest Folklife), on the popularity of 
various music genres in the Seattle Public Library's collection. While 
acknowledging the shift in music consumption to digital platforms, this 
project aims to examine how checkouts of CDs, DVDs, and books across 
different music genres have fluctuated over the years from 2015 to 2023. 

Capitol Hill Block Party Northwest Folklife

Bumbershoot Belltown Bloom

• Indie 
• Hip-hop 
• Funk 
• Soul

• Rock 
• Pop 
• Hip-hop 
• Electronica

• Rock 
• Pop 
• Hip-hop 
• Electronic

• Folk 
• Country
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The project will query data trends in the number of checkouts for 
genres like pop, rock, jazz, electronica, country, folk, soul, blues, 
hip-hop and funk. The focus on a range of years will help in 
understanding how physical media usage has changed in the 
context of evolving digital consumption habits. While I plan to 
visualize these trends on a monthly basis for a broader overview, a 
key focus will be on analyzing data around the specific dates of 
different music festivals. This approach aims to pinpoint any 
impacts these events may have on borrowing patterns. By 
observing checkout fluctuations during and around music festivals, I 
intend to analyze whether there is a direct correlation between 
these cultural events and shifts in genre popularity at SPL.
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Check Out Num: Date
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This query provides a detailed view of the 
checkouts of different music genres for each 
day from 2015 to 2023, as a source of data 
for viewing specific festival dates.
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This query groups the checkout data by year 
and month, to observe how the popularity of 
different music genres has changed month by 
month over the years from 2015 to 2023. It 
will help to identify seasonal variations in 
genre popularity.
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This query provides a year-by-year 
comparison of checkouts across different 
music genres from 2015 to 2023. The results 
will show how the popularity of each genre 
has changed annually, helping to identify 
long-term trends in music genre popularity.
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I’m also curious about the most frequently 
checked-out album each month, along with 
its genre. To explore this, I focused on the 
data for July 2021 as a case study. My query 
retrieves check-out data for CDs across a 
range of music genres. This can help to 
identify the most popular album for that 
month.
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Annual overview of music popularity（Bar Chart)
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Annual overview of music popularity（Line Graph)
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Monthly overview of music popularity
(comparing 2021, 2022 and 2023 to find common ground)
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Overview of daily changes in music popularity 
over a month (in the case of July 2023)
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Capitol Hill Block Party

Jul 21–23, 2023
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Daily changes in music popularity over a month 
(in the case of May 2022)
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CONCLUSION
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Rock and pop music consistently lead in yearly music checkouts in SPL, with a peak 
in 2015 and a decline thereafter, reflecting the music consumption is shifting to 
digital formats. Monthly data shows a surge in these genres around September, 
aligning with Seattle's Bumbershoot festival. Additionally, daily checkouts peak 
before and after major festivals like Capitol Hill Block Party and Northwest Folklife, 
particularly in their respective genres. This pattern suggests that music festivals 
influence public interest in specific music genres, with increased borrowing of related 
CDs, DVDs, and books around these events. 
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