Anis Haron

Assignment #1 : Query

1. Question

Who is Holden Caulfield?

J.D Salinger's 1951 novel, “The Catcher in the Rye” was a frequently challenged and  controversial book. Despite the fact, it made the Time Magazine's list of the 100 best english novels written since 1923, and for a certain lot, it is one of the 100 best english novels of the 20th century. Another interesting fact is that psychotics are drawn to this book. Arthur Bremer, Mark David Chapman, John Hinckley and Robert Bardo were all carrying copies of “The Catcher in the Rye”. 

I wanted to see if there are any relations between the movement of any materials related to “The Cather In The Rye” (including the book itself) in SPL with the time frame of real life events that were said to be associated with the book. 

2. Query

SELECT 


ckoutDateTime, 


ckinDateTime, 


title, 


TIMESTAMPDIFF(HOUR,ckoutDateTime,ckinDateTime)/24.0 

FROM 


trans_2005_thru_2011 

WHERE 


year(ckoutDateTime)>2004 


AND (title like "%the catcher in the rye%" 


OR title like "%Holden Caulfield%") 


ORDER BY ckoutDateTime;

3. An explanation of the Query

ckoutDateTime 

· list check out date and time.

ckinDateTime

· list check in date and time.

title

· list the title of item.

TIMESTAMPDIFF(HOUR,ckoutDateTime,ckinDateTime)/24.0

· list the number of days the item was borrowed.

trans_2005_thru_2011

· search from all transaction years available.

year(ckoutDateTime)>2004 

· list all related transactions since 2005.

AND (title like "%the catcher in the rye%"OR title like "%Holden Caulfield%") 

· list materials which contains “The Catcher In The Rye” or “Holden Caulfield” in it's title.

ORDER BY ckoutDateTime

· sort list by it's check out date.

4. Processing time

Sequel Pro took 173 seconds to complete the query on 36.5/mbps internet connection.

5. Review and analysis

Some interesting facts about “The Catcher In The Rye” known before query.

· 1960s teacher fired for assigning the novel in class.

· Between 1961 and 1982, it is the most censored book in high schools and libraries.

· In 1981, it is the most censored and at the same time the most thought book in US public schools.

· One of the 10th most frequently challenged book from 1990 - 1999, in 2005 and in 2009. 

· Arthur Herman Bremer's assassination attempt on presidential candidate George Wallace said to be associated with this book, 15th May, 1972.

· Mark David Chapman (John Lennon's shooter) had a copy of the book when arrested on 8th December, 1980.

· John Hinckley Jr's assassination attempt on President Ronald Reagan said to be associated with this book, 30th March, 1981.

· Robert John Bardo's shooting of actress Rebecca Schaeffer said to be associated with this book, 18th July, 1989.

 Information obtained from query.

· Total number of related materials checked out from 2005 to 2011 : 285 

· 11 related materials checked out in 2005.

· 7 in May 2005

· 1 in June 2005

· 2 in July 2005

· 1 in August 2005

· 20 related materials checked out in 2006.

· 3 in January 2006

· 3 in March 2006

· 4 in April 2006

· 2 in June 2006

· 6 in August 2006

· 1 in October 2006

· 1 in November 2006

· 16 related materials checked out in 2007.

· 1 in January 2007

· 3 in February 2007

· 2 in March 2007

· 1 in June 2007

· 3 in July 2007

· 3 in August 2008

· 2 in October 2008

· 1 in November 2008

· 62 related materials checked out in 2008.

· 2 in February 2008

· 2 in March 2008

· 1 in April 2008

· 6 in May 2008

· 5 in June 2008

· 22 in July 2008

· 5 in August 2008

· 4 in September 2008

· 11 in October 2008

· 2 in November 2008

· 2 in December 2008

· 75 related materials checked out in 2009.

· 4 in January 2009

· 4 in February 2009

· 6 in March 2009

· 3 in April 2009

· 12 in May 2009

· 6 in June 2009

· 19 in July 2009

· 10 in August 2009

· 1 in September 2009

· 5 in October 2009

· 2 in November 2009

· 3 in December 2009

· 89 related materials checked out in 2010.

· 3 in January 2010

· 19 in February 2010

· 20 in March 2010

· 21 in April 2010

· 1 in May 2010

· 5 in June 2010

· 2 in July 2010

· 9 in August 2010

· 1 in September 2010

· 2 in October 2010

· 4 in November 2010

· 2 in December 2010

· 12 related materials checked out in 2011.

· 1 in February 2011

· 1 in March 2011

· 2 in May 2011

· 1 in June 2011

· 2 in July 2011

· 1 in August 2011

· 2 in November 2011

· 2 in December 2011

From the query, its apparent that it corresponds to one of the known fact about the novel - it was one of the 10th most frequently challenged book in 2009. The number of materials related to the novel checked out from SPL spiked for 3 years beginning 2008.

